CHAPTER II
THE JUIXEO-PAGAN SYNCRETISM

I

THE RECIPROCAL INFLUENCE OF JUDAISM AND PAGANISM

Primary Aspects

E real question is this: Could the Jews of the Diaspora
JL have lived in constant contact with the foreign religions
around them, without in some measure becoming subject to
their influence ? To this, the example of Philo has already
given us an answer.

Conversely, could Gentiles, consorting daily with Jews, and
to some extent interested in their beliefs, even if they did not
go so far as to adopt them, have succeeded in keeping those
beliefs entirely separate from their own religious ideas ? This
would seem, a priori, unlikely.

It is true that stressl is usually laid on the exclusiveness
of the Jewish brotherhood which characterized the communities
of the Diaspora, and also on the persistent hatred of the Jews
towards the Gentiles. These two attitudes, no matter whence
they came or where they were found, must have produced in the
Israelite mistrust and hostility towards everything that came
from without. Similarly, emphasis is commonly laid on the
anti-Semitism of the Gentiles. All this is, no doubt, true, but
we are not concerned with voluntary and conscious borrowings
on either side. We can only speak in the one case of slow
penetration by the environment, and in the other of a gradual
contamination. To influences of this type the Jews, even those
of Palestine, never offered appreciable resistance, even allowing
their ritual to be affected, although ritual offers more resistance
to such encroachments than religious emotions and impressions.
The Prophets had often reproached their people for this very
tendency.2

The pagans of Asia Minor and Syria, on the other hand,
had long been accustomed to combine myths of diverse origin,

1 COLXV* 31            2 Ezek, viii. 14 ;  Jer. vii 18 ;  xliv. 17-19.
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